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cyte suppressor T-cells by one or another immunologic
mechanisms or an excess of T-helper cells might also cause
schizophrenia by causing an excess of normal brain ‘‘B-cell
equivalent cell’” output response to sensory input.

PCP RECEPTORS IN HUMAN IMMUNE CELLS: PCP-
INDUCED IMMUNOSUPPRESSION AND PREVEN-
TION THEREOF BY ALPHA-1 ACID GLYCOPRO-
TEINS. RELEVANCE TO PCP-INDUCED CHRONIC
ORGANIC BRAIN SYNDROME. Fudenberg, H. H. and V.
K. Singh. Department of Immunology and Microbiology,
Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC
29425.

Phencyclidine (PCP or angel dust) and some of its deriva-
tives are psychotomimetic drugs that have been used in gen-
eral anesthesia for some time. PCP blocks potassium ion
channels in brain tissue, and we have shown specific PCP
binding to lymphocytes from human peripheral blood. Heat
polymerized PCP binds to potassium ion channels in
T-lymphocytes and prevents production of IL-2 and other
lymphokines. PCP depresses immunocyte function in vitro,
both humoral response (measured by IgM and IgG produc-
tion) and cellular immune response as measured by incorpo-
ration of *H-thymidine of CD4d and CD8+ T-cells and
B-cells, by ®H-deoxyglucose uptake in vitro, and IL-1 pro-
duction by monocytes. All these were depressed when nor-
mal immunocytes were treated with PCP before biological
assay. This finding has implications for PCP abuse, espe-
cially in the chronic organic brain syndromes mimicking
schizophrenia that develop in a small percentage of PCP
users independent of frequency or duration of PCP use. In
other studies, receptor binding of *H-PCP to membranes of
rat lymphoid tissues were considerably higher than in other
tissues and were 4-fold higher in thymocyte membrane than
in spleen or brain cells. Indirect evidence for the presence of
a specific receptor for PCP in normal human periphery blood
immune cells was provided by positive-staining of lympho-
cytes (about 60%), with fluorescein-labelled anti-PCP;
presumably the epitope of PCP is very similar to the endoge-
nous ligand ‘‘alpha endopsychosin’ (D. Maggio et al., these
proceedings). As noted above, PCP causes depression of
several immune functions in vitro; at least one such function,
namely lymphocyte DNA synthesis, can be restored to nor-
mal levels by Om, a major alpha-1 globulin of normal plasma
which we have shown to be an immunoregulatory protein
(Singh and Fudenberg, 1987). Since Om and PCP are present
(based upon the specific binding of anti-Om and anti-PCP) on
immunocyte membranes and both interact with each other,
we suggest that Om may compete with PCP in binding to
potassium ion channels that are present in the membranes of
both nerve and immune cells that can be blocked selectively
with PCP (Vincent et al., 1983; Blaustein and Ickowicz,
1983). In the PCP-induced form of chronic organic brain dis-
ease, PCP might block these potassium ion channels result-
ing in impaired neurotransmission or binds to surface-
membrane-associated Om, which may otherwise be freely
available for the performance of normal cellular functions.
Alternatively, autoantibodies to PCP-receptor, much like au-
toantibodies to insulin receptor in insulin-dependent diabetes
or autoantibodies to nicotinic acetylcholine receptor in
myasthenia gravis, may be important in the pathophysiology
of one form of chronic PCP-schizophrenia-like form of psy-
chosis. Autoantibodies to ‘‘endopsychosin’® might be an

additional mechanism relevant to the induction of PCP-
psychoses. Alternatively, the immunologic deficiency in-
duced by PCP might predispose to infection of neurotropic
viruses which in genetically predisposed individuals might
bind to and block the endopsychosin receptor. Functional
deficiency of the brain cell equivalent of lymphocyte sup-
pressor T cells by one or another immunologic mechanisms
or an excess of the brain equivalent to contrasupport cells. T
cells might also cause schizophrenia by causing an excess of
normal brain ‘‘B-cell equivalent cell’’ response to sensory
input.

ANALYSIS OF PHENCYCLIDINE (PCP) AND OTHER
STRUCTURALLY RELATED COMPOUNDS BY GAS
CHROMATOGRAPHY-MASS SPECTROMETRY (GC-
MS). Gole, D. 1., J. L. Pirat and E. F. Domino. Department
of Pharmacology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
48109-0626.

Over the past two decades a number of research labora-
tories have directed their efforts to find a PCP antagonist, to
discover more specific PCP-like drugs, as well as to study
PCP biotransformation. These efforts have led to the syn-
thesis of a large number of structurally related agents. We
have developed an analytic method to identify over 100 of
these compounds by GC-MS techniques. A HP 5890 gas
chromatograph equipped with a mass selective detector with
a direct interface was used for sample analysis. A high per-
formance fused-silica capillary column with cross-linked
methyl silicone bonded phase (12 m length x 0.2 mm i.d. X
0.33 uM thickness) was found suitable for separation of
these compounds. Each sample was injected into the GC
using a splitless mode with a HP 7363A autosampler. The
temperature of the splitless injection port and the detector
were 250°C and 195°C, respectively. Thermal degradation
was held to a minimum by gradually increasing column tem-
perature. The oven temperature was initially at 100°C for 0.5
min, and then was increased linearly at a rate of 10°C/min
and finally held at 250°C for 6 min to purge the column. The
column head pressure of the carrier gas helium was 5 psi and
the split vent was set at flow rate of 2 ml/min. Data acquisi-
tion was done on a HP 9000 series computer. Analytic
amounts of the various compounds were obtained from one
of the following sources: National Institute of Drug Abuse,
Rockville, MD 20857, Kamenka, J. M., CNRS LP 8402-
INSERM U 249, Ecole Nationale Superieure de Chimie, 8,
rue de ’Ecole Normale 34075 Montpellier, France; Kalir,
A., Institute of Occupational Health, Sackler Faculty of
Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv 69978 Israel and
Warner-Lambert/Parke-Davis, Ann Arbor, MI 48105. The
mass spectral and gas chromatographic data of these com-
pounds are illustrated. The mass fragmentation pattern of
these compounds is discussed and presented according to the
structural modifications of the aryl, cyclohexyl or piperidine
rings of the PCP molecule. (Supported in part by NIDA grant
DA 1531.)
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A high performance capillary column gas chro-



